Précis Writing Checklist

Sentence 1:

____Author, title, and year all accuracy
____Verb choice before the “that”

____Thesis accurately communicated

____Thesis thoroughly communicated

Sentence 2:

____ Breadth of support is covered

____Exemplary specifics chosen

____Reveals/understands author’s organizational structure

Sentence 3:

____Clause before ‘in order to’ focuses on rhetorical choices (what is writer doing, probably as detailed in sentence 2)
____Clause after ‘in order to’ shows insight & sophistication (why writer is doing what you said before the ‘in order to’, probably ties to or builds on sentence 1)
Sentence 4:

____States obvious audience/tone based on publishing information

____Shows deeper insight into both audience/tone – building on your assertions in Sentences 1, 2, & 3.

Overall:

____Understanding and insight of the reading

____Mature, academic voice

____Precision and efficiency in rhetorical choices you make

____Mechanics (zero errors should be your goal)

